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Introducing Penguin Readers

STARTER

ADVENTUROUS GIRLS

20

Tokoyo’s father was the Emperor of  Japan’s 
favourite samurai. The samurai loved his 
daughter and she loved him.

Tokoyo’s father was a good teacher. She 
swam very well, and she had a knife and a 
bow and arrows. 

CHAPTER TWO

Tokoyo and the Sea Serpent

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 3

Penguin Readers is a 

new series of the best 

contemporary fiction, 

essential non-fiction and 

popular classics specially 

written for learners of English 

as a foreign language.  

Beautifully illustrated and 

carefully adapted, this 

graded readers series 

combines Penguin Random 

House’s internationally 

bestselling authors and 

most compelling content 

with structured language 

progression.

From Starter (Pre-A1) to Level 

7 (B2), Penguin Readers 

follow the CEFR framework 

and include language 

activities that help readers 

of all ages and abilities to 

develop key skills.

All titles are supported by 

online resources including 

digital books, audio, 

additional exercises and 

activities, as well as a 

series handbook and 

introductory videos.



Penguin Readers

Visit www.penguinreaders.co.uk 
to access all our materials including:

Digital books Audio downloads Activity sheets

Penguin Readers are 

published across 8 levels, 

from Pre-A1 (Starter) to 

B2 (Level 7), with each 

corresponding to the 

Common European 

Framework of Reference 

(CEFR) and featuring 

activity types aligned 

to international exams 

including Flyers, PET, KET, 

FCE, CAE, CPE and TOEFL.

The language used in each 

reader is strictly controlled, 

with the grammar syllabus 

and permitted vocabulary 

correlating to the CEFR. A 

small number of new words 

are introduced in each 

story, and are all explained 

in a glossary at the back 

of the book.

With accompanying audio 

and additional resources to 

help test comprehension, 

grammar and vocabulary 

skills, Penguin Readers 

not only help to develop 

reading, writing and 

listening, but also critical 

thinking and twenty-first 

century skills.
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Lit tle Women is the story of a poor American family in the 
American Civil War. The four sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy, 
are very dif ferent, but together they work hard. Sometimes their 
lives are very happy, and sometimes they are very sad. But the 
family’s love always helps them.

Penguin Readers is a series of popular classics, exciting contemporary f iction, and 
thought-provoking non-f iction, written for learners of English as a foreign language. 
The series is aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages and includes language activities that help develop key skills.

Available online:

Audio 
Download

Activity 
Sheets

Digital 
Book

CEFR 
level

Story 
word count Headwords

  Pre–A1 400 –  600 350

  A1 1,000  –1,600 550

  A1+ 3,000  – 5,000 700

  A2 7,000  –10,000 1,000

  A2+ 11,000  –14,000 1,200

  B1 15,000  –18,000 1,600

  B1+ 18,000  – 22,000 2,000

  B2 22,000  – 26,000 2,500 

PR_L1R_LittleWomen_C_97695.indd   1 04/02/2020   15:24



Structure and content

Each Penguin Reader begins with 

a short introduction and some 

‘before-reading questions’ to help 

orientate the students towards the 

subject matter of the story or text.

Any difficult vocabulary is explained 

in a picture dictionary (at lower 

levels) and in a glossary at the back 

of the book. The new vocabulary is 

recycled in the text where possible 

to increase its exposure.

STARTER

LEVEL 3LEVEL 2

LEVEL 7



Penguin Readers

An exercises section includes 

grammar-, vocabulary- or 

comprehension-based questions 

dedicated to most chapters.

Comprehension questions directly 

follow the text and test the students’ 

understanding of each chapter. 

When students have finished reading 

the entire book, there is a set of 

questions to test understanding 

of the text as a whole.

At the end of the book, students 

are given extension work in the 

form of written projects and 

in-depth essay questions.

108

1 Choose two original people described in the book, and then 
a third person who is not in the book but who you feel is also 
an original. Complete the information listed below in your 
notebook, and then write 200 words about each person  
you chose.

  
2 Choose two original companies described in the book, and 

then a third company which is not in the book but which you 
feel has shown originality. Complete the information listed 
below in your notebook, and then write 200 words about 
each company you chose.

   
Essay questions
• Choose one of  the chapters between Two and Eight. What  

are the key ideas in this chapter? How might you change the 
way you do things to make use of  the ideas in the chapter?  
(500 words)

• Which of  the people described in this book do you admire 
the most? Why is that? (500 words)

• Do you think you are an optimist or a pessimist? Explain why. 
(500 words)

An answer key for all questions and exercises can be found at 
www.penguinreaders.co.uk

Project work

• Name
• Dates 

• Where they live(d)
• Achievements 

• Name
• Company start date 
• Where the company 

works/worked 

• Type of  business
• Original achievements
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LEVEL 1

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 7

LEVEL 3

102

Essay questions

1 What were the most dif f icult decisions that Winston had  
to make during his f irst weeks as prime minister? Was he  
happy about all his decisions?

2 “In some ways, Halifax was right and Winston was wrong.” 
Do you agree or disagree? Give your reasons. What would 
have happened if  Halifax had succeeded in his plans to 
approach Mussolini?

3 “Words can not only create [feelings], they create actions.” 
(Tony Robbins) How was Winston’s ability to use the power 
of  words important in his f irst weeks as prime minister?

An answer key for all questions and exercises can be found at 
www.penguinreaders.co.uk
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All titles at lower 
levels contain 
clear, attractive 
text. Starter and   
Level 1 books 
feature classic 
stories in the 
form of graphic 
novels to support 
the text and 
aid student 
understanding.

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Arthur Conan Doyle

Sir Charles Baskerville is dead. Did 
the hound of the Baskervilles kill 
him? Can Sherlock Holmes and 

Doctor Watson stop the hound from 
killing again? This story introduces 
the world’s most famous detective.

9780241375303 / AVAILABLE NOW

Romeo and Juliet
William Shakespeare

Romeo loves Juliet and Juliet loves 
Romeo, but their families are enemies 
and they cannot marry. To be together 

they must risk everything. Romeo 
and Juliet is a timeless and tragic 

love story.
9780241430873 / AVAILABLE NOW

Loki and the Giants
Roger Lancelyn Green

Come into the world of the vikings. 
The gods and giants are enemies. 
Loki’s mother is a goddess but his 

father is a giant. Is he the gods’ friend
or is he their enemy? 
They don’t know . . .

9780241463383 / AVAILABLE NOW

Robin Hood

Robin Hood lives in the forest with 
his Merry Men. He takes from rich 

people and gives to poor people. The 
Sheriff doesn’t like Robin Hood and 
wants to punish him — but he is very 

difficult to catch!
9780241463390 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Scissor-Man Caves
Anna Trewin

Zara and Joe go with their class to 
the Gerlock Caves. ‘There’s a story 
about the Gerlock Caves,’ Zara tells 

her teacher. ‘There’s a man. He walks 
in those caves at night and throws 

scissors at people . . .’
9780241463406 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Moor Stones 

Mia and Beth travel from New Zealand 
to Whitby, England. They stay with 

Sheila and Jack at Baysdale Farm Bed 
and Breakfast. There, Mia reads the 
story of the Moor Stones, and Beth 

goes for a walk in the rain . . .
9780241493236 / AVAILABLE NOW

Starter

Level 1

Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under the Sea / Jules Verne
There is a new animal in the sea, 

and it is killing people. ‘We can find 
it!’ says Captain Farragut. But he 
soon discovers that the monster is 
a giant submarine! This is a classic 

underwater adventure story.
9780241493243 / AVAILABLE NOW

A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

Ebenezer Scrooge hates Christmas. 
He is angry that people are not 

working. Then he meets the ghost 
of his old partner, Jacob Marley. 

Can Scrooge become a good person 
before it is too late? 

9780241375211 / AVAILABLE NOW

 A1

 64 pages

 1000–1600   
 words 

 Pre-A1

 64 pages

 400–800   
 words 

The Knight’s Tale
Geoffrey Chaucer

The Knight’s Tale is a very
old story about two knights
called Arcita and Palamon.

The two men love the
Queen’s sister, Emily.
Do they fight for her?

9780241520826 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW



Plastic

We all use a lot of plastic every day. 
It is cheap and strong, and plastic 

things last for a long time. But 
where does plastic come from? And 

what can we do to recycle all the 
plastic in our world? 

9780241375228 / AVAILABLE NOW

Tales of Adventurous Girls

These folk tales tell the stories of four 
brave girls from four different countries 

around the world: Zanzibar, Japan, 
India and China. The girls all have to do 
dangerous and difficult things, so they 

must be strong and clever. 
9780241397985 / AVAILABLE NOW

Little Women
Louisa May Alcott

This is the story of a poor family, and 
it is set during the American Civil War. 
There are four sisters who are all very 

different. Sometimes their lives are 
happy, and sometimes they are sad, but 
their family’s love always helps them.

9780241397695 / AVAILABLE NOW

SilverFin
Charlie Higson

On Loch SilverFin in Scotland, a bad 
man lives in a castle with his son. 

James Bond and his new friend Red 
Kelly go to the castle hoping to find 
Red’s missing cousin, Alfie. Will they 
find him — or will they be too late?

9780241463253 / AVAILABLE NOW

Taylor Swift 
Hannah Dolan

Taylor Swift started singing and 
writing songs at a very young age. 
Now she is a very famous singer — 

and she does lots of other things too! 
How did she get there? This book tells 

the story of her life.
9780241463260 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Canterville Ghost 
Oscar Wilde

When an American family buys 
Canterville Hall, they are warned 
that the ghost of Sir Simon haunts 

the house. But the family refuses to 
be frightened! Will Sir Simon have to 

face centuries of unrest?
9780241432211 / AVAILABLE NOW

Jekyll and Hyde
Robert Louis Stevenson

Dr Jekyll is a good person. He is 
nice, and he has lots of friends. But 
Mr Hyde is a bad person. He walks 

in the streets of London at night and 
does bad things. Why are the two 

men friends?
9780241493052 / AVAILABLE NOW

Macbeth
William Shakespeare

Macbeth is a Scottish general under 
the rule of King Duncan. One day he 
meets three witches who can see into 

the future. They tell Macbeth, ‘You are 
King of Scotland in the future.’ Are 
they right? Can Macbeth be king?

9780241493069 / AVAILABLE NOW

 The Extraordinary Life of 
Serena Williams

Serena Williams is a famous tennis 
player. People across the world know her 

and love her. But Serena’s life has not 
always been easy, and she has had to 

work very hard. This book explains how 
she became the person she is today.

9780241493076 / AVAILABLE NOW

Dynasties: Lions
Stephen Moss

In 2018, the BBC made a television 
programme called Dynasties. It was 

about animal families across the 
world. As part of the programme, they 

filmed a group of lions in Kenya’s 
Masai Mara. This is their story.
9780241447369 / AVAILABLE NOW

Dynasties: Wolves
Stephen Moss

Sometimes families are happy, and 
sometimes they fight. Sometimes life is 
good, and sometimes it is difficult. The 
same is true for the painted wolves of 

Mana Pools National Park in Zimbabwe, 
and for all animal families.

9780241520635 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The Phantom of the Opera
Gaston Leroux

Erik has a beautiful voice, but when 
he takes off his mask, people scream 
and run away. So he lives alone below 
a Paris opera house. There, he falls in 

love with a singer named Christine. But 
will she be able to return his love?

9780241520642 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW



Level 2

Boy
Roald Dahl

This book is about sweet shops, school 
days and summer holidays! It is the 

story of the famous writer Roald 
Dahl when he was a boy. These tales 
are exciting, funny and sometimes 

frightening. And all of them are true.
9780241397688 / AVAILABLE NOW

How to Turn Down a Billion 
Dollars / Billy Gallagher

In 2008, three university students 
made a photo app called Snapchat. 

Just two years later, Facebook wanted 
to buy Snapchat for $3 billion. This is 
the story of how Snapchat grew into 

a multibillion-dollar company.
9780241397725 / AVAILABLE NOW

Private
James Patterson & Maxine Paetro
Former U.S. Marine Jack Morgan runs 
a company called Private, which has 

offices all across the world. Private helps 
people. Sometimes Private helps the 
police too. Now, Jack’s friend is dead, 

and Private must find the killer.
9780241397701 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Call of the Wild
Jack London

In 1897, people found gold in the 
Klondike, Canada. Thousands of people 
traveled there to find more gold. They 

needed big, strong dogs to work for them. 
This is the story of one of those dogs, 

called Buck, whose job is to pull a sled.
9780241375259 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Mark Twain

Tom Sawyer’s parents are dead and he 
lives with his aunt in a small village next 
to the long Mississippi river. One night, 
Tom and his friend, Huckleberry Finn, 
see Injun Joe kill Dr Robinson. But the 

wrong man is sent to prison . . .
9780241430880 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Extraordinary Life of 
Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai is known for having 
the courage to stand up for what she 

believes in, even in the face of terrifying 
adversity. Malala’s story has inspired 

people all over the world who are 
fighting for justice.

9780241447376 / AVAILABLE NOW

Life in Space

Is there life in space?
Will people be able to travel

to extra solar planets in the future? 
Learn about astronauts, space 

stations and space travel in
Life in Space.

9780241375235 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn / Mark Twain

Everyone in the village of St. Petersburg 
will tell you this, but Huck Finn is not 

dead. He ran away. Now he is traveling 
down the great Mississippi river. Come 
with him on his adventures and meet 

many new people.
9780241463291 / AVAILABLE NOW

Anne of Green Gables
L. M. Montgomery

11-year-old Anne has no parents, so 
she goes to live with Matthew and 

Marilla Cuthbert on their farm, Green 
Gables. Anne is an intelligent and 

talkative girl, but it’s not long before 
she finds herself in trouble.

9780241493083 / AVAILABLE NOW

Climate Rebels
Ben Lerwill

Most people know about Greta Thunberg 
and David Attenborough. But there are 
many other climate rebels around the 

world. They are not as famous, but they 
work very hard. This book is about 

some of these amazing people.
9780241493090 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Little Prince
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Meet the Little Prince, a young boy 
who comes from a tiny, far away 

planet. He loves to watch sunsets and 
look after his flower, to ask questions 
and to laugh. And now here he is on 

Earth, looking for a friend . . .
9780241463277 / AVAILABLE NOW

 A1+

 64 pages

 3000–5000   
 words 



Dynasties: Penguins

In 2018, the BBC filmed 
the emperor penguins in Antarctica. 

The emperor penguin colony
has to battle to survive the cruellest 
winter on earth, and they can only 

 do so through teamwork. 
9780241493106 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Extraordinary Life of 
Anne Frank

Anne Frank and her family hid from 
the Nazis during the Second World 
War. They were in hiding for two 

years. Anne wrote a diary at that time, 
and later it became very famous. This 

is the story of Anne’s short life.
9780241493113 / AVAILABLE NOW

Sundiata the Lion King and 
Other Royal Tales

The people in these four stories 
come from different places. But they 
have many of the same hopes and 
problems. They have to be brave, 

and they often have to fight for their 
family or kingdom.

9780241493137 / AVAILABLE NOW

Climate Change
HRH The Prince of Wales, Tony 
Juniper & Emily Shuckburgh

Why is the Earth’s climate changing? 
And how will this change our lives? 

In this book, HRH The Prince of Wales 
explains why it is so important for us 

to stop climate change now.
9780241397862 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Everyone wants to know Jay Gatsby. 
He is handsome and very rich. He owns 

a big house and he has wonderful 
parties there. But does anybody really 

know who Jay Gatsby is? This is a 
story of love, money and secrets.
9780241375266 / AVAILABLE NOW

Level 3

The Puffin Keeper 
Michael Morpurgo

5-year-old Allen arrives on Puffin 
Island and makes friends with Ben the 
lighthouse keeper. Many years later, 
Allen travels back to the island and 
helps Ben change from a lighthouse 

keeper into a puffin keeper.
9780241542538 / APRIL 2022

Wild Cities
Ben Lerwill

There are cities everywhere on Earth, 
and lots of people live in them. But 

there are lots of animals that make their 
homes in cities too. In this book you 

will visit 13 cities. How many different 
animals do you think you will see?

9780241542545 / APRIL 2022

 A2

 80 pages

 5000–7000   
 words 

Ballet Shoes
Noel Streatfeild

Sisters Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil 
do not have parents, but they have 
a very kind uncle. The sisters learn 
to dance, act and sing at a dancing 

school. But soon they have no money. 
What will happen to them?

9780241520659 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

Boy in the Tower 
Polly Ho-Yen

Ade lives in a tower block in London. 
After something bad happens to his 

mum, she stays in her bedroom all the 
time and sleeps. Then strange things 
start happening outside . . . Are Ade 

and his mum are trapped?
9780241520666 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The Extraordinary Life of 
Rosa Parks

Sheila Kanani
One day, Rosa Parks got on a bus 

and did not give her seat to a white 
person. This helped to change the 
lives of Black people in America. 

This is Rosa’s extraordinary story.
9780241520673 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

Mulan and Other Tales 
of Heroes

These four stories 
are very old and many 

of them are about special 
people or animals. 

Is your favourite hero 
in this book?

9780241543771 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

NEW NEW NEW

NEW



Wonder
R. J. Palacio

August ‘Auggie’ Pullman has been 
home-schooled all his life. Now he 
is starting fifth grade at a school in 

New York City. He doesn’t want other 
students to look at him, but that isn’t 
easy when he looks the way he does.

9780241397893 / AVAILABLE NOW

Dracula
Bram Stoker

Jonathan Harker visits a castle in 
Transylvania to help a man named 

Count Dracula to buy a house in England. 
As strange things begin to happen in 

England, Jonathan sees that the terrible 
Count Dracula must be stopped.
9780241375242 / AVAILABLE NOW

Animal Farm
George Orwell

When the downtrodden animals of 
Manor Farm overthrow their master 

and take over the farm, they imagine 
a life of freedom and equality. But 
gradually a cunning, ruthless elite 
among them starts to take control. 

9780241430897 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Extraordinary Life of 
Michelle Obama

Michelle Obama was First Lady of the 
United States. She is also a lawyer, a 
mother and a wife. She has started 

many campaigns to help young people 
and to make the world a better place. 
This is the story of her incredible life.

9780241447383 / AVAILABLE NOW

Zoo
James Patterson

Scientist Jackson Oz has discovered 
that all around the world, animals have 
started attacking humans. Jackson and 

fellow scientist Chloe set out to warn 
scientists and politicians about the 

attacks, before it is too late.
9780241430910 / AVAILABLE NOW

Elon Musk
Ashlee Vance

This book tells the story of Elon 
Musk, an American businessman 
and multi-billionaire. Learn about 
his early years in South Africa and 
Canada, his move to Silicon Valley, 

and his plans to travel to Mars.
9780241430903 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Picture of Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilde

An artist paints a beautiful young man 
named Dorian Gray. When Dorian sees the 

picture, he decides to give up his soul to 
keep his face. He is bad to many people, 

but his face never changes. However, 
the portrait gets uglier and uglier.

9780241463307 / AVAILABLE NOW

Dynasties: Chimpanzees
Stephen Moss

A few years ago, the BBC made a 
television programme called Dynasties. 
It was about animal families across the 
world. As part of the programme, they 

filmed a group of chimpanzees in south-
eastern Senegal. This is their story.

9780241469460 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Extraordinary Life of 
Stephen Hawking

Stephen Hawking was a very famous 
scientist whose ideas changed the 

world. He studied space and time and 
taught people about the universe. 

Stephen was often very ill and his life 
was not easy, but it was extraordinary.

9780241447413 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Secret Dreamworld of a 
Shopaholic / Sophie Kinsella

Becky lives with her friend, Suze, who 
has lots of money and eats in expensive 

restaurants. Becky does not have as 
much money as Suze. She knows she 
should stop spending money, but she 

just can’t stop shopping!
9780241493120 / AVAILABLE NOW

Amazing Muslims Who Changed 
the World / Burhana Islam 

Inside this book there are people you 
might know, such as Malala Yousafzai 
and Muhammad Ali. But there are also 
many other amazing Muslim men and 
women who have changed our world. 

Who will your next hero be?
9780241520680 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

Frankly in Love
David Yoon

Frank’s parents emigrated to California 
from Korea, and they have one big rule: 

he must only date Korean girls. But 
Frank has other ideas . . . This is a funny 

and quirky young adult novel about 
race, identity, and first love.

9780241520697 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW



Level 4

Me Before You
JoJo Moyes

When Lou loses her job at a café, she is 
given a job caring for Will — a man who 

was disabled in a motorbike accident and 
has lost his love of life. What Lou and 
Will don’t know is that they are going 
to change each other’s lives forever.

9780241397916 / AVAILABLE NOW

Pride and Prejudice
Jane Austen

Elizabeth Bennet is the daughter of an 
English country gentleman. When she 
meets a rich man called Mr Darcy, she 
does not like him at all. But slowly her 
feelings start to change. Can she fight 

her own pride and find happiness?
9780241375273 / AVAILABLE NOW

Women Who Changed the World

These are the stories of some of the 
women who have changed our world. 
Read about the women who fought 
to be equal to men, and learn about 
the things that women have done in 
education, science, sport and politics.

9780241375280 / AVAILABLE NOW

Going Solo
Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl flew planes in the Second 
World War, when Germany, Italy and 
Japan fought against Britain, France, 

Poland, other European countries, 
the USSR and the USA. Going Solo is 
about his time in the Royal Air Force. 

9780241430927 / AVAILABLE NOW

Artemis Fowl
Eoin Colfer

12-year-old Artemis Fowl is a dangerous 
criminal. He discovers that fairies have 

gold, and he wants some of it. But 
these fairies are not like the ones you 
read about in children’s books. They 

have guns, and they are ready to fight.
9780241463284 / AVAILABLE NOW

Emma 
Jane Austen

Emma is beautiful, clever and rich. 
She does not want a husband for 

herself, but she loves match-making 
for her friends. But is Emma really as 
clever as she thinks? And what will 

she do when things start to go wrong?
9780241463314 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
John Boyne

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of 
the Final Solution. All he knows is that he 

has been moved to a new house where 
there is no-one to play with. Then he 

meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange 
life on the other side of a fence . . .

9780241447420 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Kissing Booth
Beth Reekles

Elle has one more year of high school 
left and she has never been kissed. 
When she decides to make a kissing 

booth for the school carnival, she 
kisses Noah, her best friend’s brother, 

and everything changes . . .
9780241447437 / AVAILABLE NOW

Jane Eyre 
Charlotte Brontë

Jane goes to work at Thornfield Hall as 
a governess for a strange man named 
Mr Rochester. They become friends and 
she is finally happy. But Mr Rochester 
is going be married soon, and Jane 

must leave Thornfield forever.
9780241430934 / AVAILABLE NOW

 A2+

 80 pages

11,000–14,000   
 words 

Ghost Stories
M. R. James

A strange whistle, a dangerous 
curse, a buried crown, and 
a hotel without a room 13.

Don’t read these four 
frightening ghost stories by 
M.R. James late at night!

9780241520703 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 
Aged 13 ¾ / Sue Townsend
Adrian Mole is a 13-year-old boy. 

He writes a diary about his school, his 
family and, of course, love. ‘There’s a 
new girl in our class . . . I think I might 
love her. I am 13 ¾ years old, so I’m 

old enough for love!’
9780241520710 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW



Level 5

Killing Floor
Lee Child

Jack Reacher was a soldier. Then he 
was in the military police. Now he is 

traveling the United States of America 
with nothing much to do. Until one 

morning he stops off in a small town 
and is arrested — for murder!

9780241493144 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Invisible Man
H. G. Wells

Griffin is a scientist who discovers 
how to make things invisible. Then 

he becomes invisible himself. Griffin 
thinks that an invisible man will have 
a lot of power. But life becomes more 

and more difficult . . .
9780241493151 / AVAILABLE NOW

Viruses and Pandemics

Learn about bacteria and viruses — from 
the common cold to smallpox, polio, 

Ebola and the Zika virus. Then meet some 
of the scientists who discovered ways to 
prevent these diseases, and those who 

are working with viruses today.
9780241493168 / AVAILABLE NOW

Doctor Who: Borrowed Time
Naomi A. Alderman

Andrew Brown makes lots of money, 
but he never has enough time. Then he 
finds a way to borrow some. But instead 

of making his life easier, more time 
gives him more problems. Maybe the 

time-travelling Doctor can help!
9780241397886 / AVAILABLE NOW

Wuthering Heights
Emily Brontë

It is winter in Yorkshire, England. A man 
visits a house called Wuthering Heights, 
and learns about Catherine, who lived 
there years before. Catherine’s story of 
love and sadness still affects the lives of 

those in the present.
9780241375297 / AVAILABLE NOW

Frankenstein
Mary Shelley

Victor Frankenstein wants to make a 
creature from stolen body parts. But when 

the creature is finished, Frankenstein is 
shocked by his creation and runs away. 
Lonely and angry, the creature plans to 
kill his maker and the people he loves.

9780241430941 / AVAILABLE NOW

Freddie Mercury

Freddie Mercury is one of the greatest 
rock stars of all time. Learn about his 
early years as a shy young boy from 

Zanzibar, and find out how he became 
the lead singer of one of the most 
famous bands in history, Queen.
9780241430989 / AVAILABLE NOW

Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close / Jonathan Safran Foer

When his father is killed, nine-year-old 
Oskar wants to learn the secret about 
a key he has discovered in his father’s 

closet. His search takes him on a journey 
through New York and into the lives 

of strangers and relatives.
9780241397947 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Night Manager
John le Carré

Jonathan Pine is the night manager of a 
hotel in Egypt. When he is shown some 

secret information, he passes it to a man 
in the British government. But things 

go wrong and the woman he loves dies. 
Pine sets out to find her killer.
9780241430965 / AVAILABLE NOW

 B1

 96 pages

15,000–18,000   
 words 

Pig-Heart Boy
Malorie Blackman

13-year-old Cameron is sick and needs a 
new heart. His doctors say they can give 

him a pig’s heart, but Cameron is not 
sure if he wants it. Meanwhile, there are 
some people who are very angry about 

doctors using animals in this way.
9780241542569 / APRIL 2022
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How High the Moon
Karyn Parsons

Ella lives in a small, Southern town 
in 1940s America. At this time, Black 

people are treated very badly by white 
people. When Ella receives an invitation 
to visit her mother in Boston, she learns 

more about herself and the world.
9780241520727 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW



Level 6
 B1+

 96 pages

18,000–22,000   
 words 

Far from the Madding Crowd
Thomas Hardy

Bathsheba Everdene is a proud working 
woman whose life is complicated by 
three different men — respectable 

farmer Boldwood, seductive Sergeant 
Troy, and devoted Gabriel — making her 

the object of scandal and betrayal.
9780241463321 / AVAILABLE NOW

David Copperfield
Charles Dickens

David Copperfield lives happily 
with his mother and his nurse, 

Peggotty. Then his mother marries 
Mr Murdstone, and he and his sister 

come to live with them. Suddenly 
everything changes . . .

9780241493175 / AVAILABLE NOW

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens 
Agenda / Becky Albertalli

Simon is a young gay boy who meets 
Blue on his school’s Tumblr. Simon and 
Blue begin emailing each other. Simon 
knows he is falling in love, but when 
another boy sees their emails, Simon 

has to come out to everyone.
9780241493182 / AVAILABLE NOW

Unlocking the Universe
Stephen Hawking & Lucy Hawking

Unlocking the Universe takes us on a 
journey through space and time, starting 
13.8 billion years ago with the Big Bang. 

Then it explores our Solar System and 
other solar systems — the ones we know, 

and others we have yet to find.
9780241493199 / AVAILABLE NOW

Darkest Hour
Anthony McCarten

It is May 1940. Western countries are 
falling into Nazi hands, and Britain must 
prepare to be invaded. This is the story 
of how British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill changed history over 25 
difficult days during World War II.
 9780241397909 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Spy Who Came in from 
the Cold / John le Carré

Alec is a spy who is worn out and ready 
to stop working. But his boss wants 
him to do one final job: to spread 

false information about a man in East 
Germany. Can Alec end his career and 

finally come in from the cold?
 9780241397954 / AVAILABLE NOW

Oliver Twist
Charles Dickens

Oliver Twist is an orphan who grows 
up in a workhouse, where life is very 
hard. When he runs away to London, 

he meets a boy called the Artful Dodger 
and enters into a life of crime. How will 

he survive in this dangerous world? 

9780241430958 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Three Musketeers
Alexandre Dumas

When young d’Artagnan arrives in Paris, 
he is challenged to a duel with not one, 
but three of the king’s musketeers. But 

d’Artagnan wants to become a musketeer 
himself, and Athos, Porthos and Aramis 

soon become his trusted friends.
9780241542576 / APRIL 2022

How to Give Up Plastic
Will McCallum

Around 12.7 million tonnes of plastic 
enter the ocean every year, killing 

over 1 million seabirds and 100,000 
marine mammals. But how can YOU 
help? This book explains how small 
changes can make a big difference.
9780241520741 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

Sense and Sensibility
Jane Austen

Elinor and Marianne are sisters. After 
their father dies they lose their home 

and their money, and they have to move 
to a small cottage across the country. 

Their lives change completely and they 
must learn to look after each other.

9780241520758 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The One Memory of Flora Banks 
Emily Barr

17-year-old Flora has an illness and can’t 
remember things for very long. She writes 

notes to herself to help. Then one day, 
Flora kisses a boy — and she remembers 

it! She wants to find the boy to learn 
why she has kept this one memory.

9780241520765 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW NEW



Level 7

Great Expectations
Charles Dickens

Pip is a blacksmith’s apprentice who 
wants to become rich so that he can 

marry the girl of his dreams. Later he 
learns that a mysterious person has 

given him a lot of money. Perhaps his 
life will turn out differently after all . . .

9780241463338 / AVAILABLE NOW

White Fang
Jack London

The world is a wonderful place to 
a brave wolf cub, and his mother 

teaches him all about nature. But then 
he meets humans, and they take him 

away from the wild. Can he learn 
their ways in order to survive?

 9780241463345 / AVAILABLE NOW

Slumdog Millionaire
Vikas Swarup

An 18-year-old waiter working in 
Mumbai goes on a TV quiz show and 

answers all the questions correctly. The 
people who work on the programme 

think he has cheated, so he must 
explain how he knew all the answers.

9780241493205 / AVAILABLE NOW

Sprint / Jake Knapp, John 
Zeratsky & Braden Kowitz

Before people can turn their ideas into 
successful products, they need to answer 

some big questions. Now there’s a 
way to answer these questions without 

weeks or months of discussions. It’s 
called ‘the sprint’.

9780241493212 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Turn of the Screw
Henry James

A young woman accepts her first job 
as a governess and goes to a large 

country house in England. There she 
teaches a young brother and sister, but 
she soon starts to see ghosts. Can she 

protect the children from them?
9780241493229 / AVAILABLE NOW

Originals
Adam Grant

Being an original thinker can change 
the world. Learn how to recognise a 
great idea, to speak up for yourself, 

to choose the right time to act, 
and to manage fear and doubt by 

standing out from the crowd.
9780241397978 / AVAILABLE NOW

 B2

 112 pages

 22,000–26,000   
 words 

Dubliners
James Joyce

This is a book about ordinary people 
living in Dublin at the turn of the 20th 

century. These were the people that James 
Joyce grew up with, and he knew them 
well. His stories describe their lives and 

show that they were sometimes very hard. 
9780241542583 / APRIL 2022

Tess of the D’Urbervilles
Thomas Hardy

Tess is an innocent young girl until the 
day she goes to visit her rich ‘relatives’, 

the d’Urbervilles. She meets Alec 
d’Urberville, who immediately notices 
her beauty, but the terrible event that 

follows changes her life forever.
9780241542590 / APRIL 2022

The Talented Mr Ripley
Patricia Highsmith

In the 1950s, Tom Ripley travels from 
America to Italy. He is there to find 

Dickie Greenleaf and bring him home to 
his father. But when Tom sees Dickie’s 

relaxed way of life, he becomes jealous 
and begins to make other plans.

9780241542613 / APRIL 2022

One of Us is Lying
Karen M. McManus 

Everyone has secrets — how far would 
you go to protect yours? Five students 
stay late at school for detention, but 

only four of them leave alive. A geek, 
a jock, a criminal, and a princess . . . 

Who would you believe?
9780241520772 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins

Rachel catches the same train into 
London every morning, and she always 
looks at the row of houses where she 

used to live. One day, she sees something 
shocking happening in one of the 

gardens. What will Rachel do about it?
9780241520789 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW



Nineteen Eighty-Four
George Orwell

Big Brother and the Thought Police 
watch everyone for signs of Thought 

Crime. When Winston and Julia fall in 
love, they have new ideas and begin to 
question things. But Big Brother does 

not like independent thought . . .
9780241430972 / AVAILABLE NOW

Moby Dick 
Herman Melville

When Ishmael sets sail on a whaling 
ship, he has no idea of the horrors 

that await him. The ship’s captain is 
obsessed with killing the famous white 
whale, Moby Dick — even if it means 

losing his ship and his crew.
9780241463352 / AVAILABLE NOW

Tales of the Greek Heroes
Roger Lancelyn Green

Learn all about the mysterious and 
exciting legends of the gods and 

heroes in Ancient Greece — from the 
birth of Heracles and the adventures of 
Theseus to the first fall of Troy and the 

battle of the giants.
9780241431009 / AVAILABLE NOW

The Woman in White
Wilkie Collins

Walter is a drawing teacher and 
one of his students is engaged to Sir 

Percival Glyde. Sir Percival is a powerful 
man with many secrets — is one of 

them connected to a mysterious young 
woman dressed all in white?

9780241463369 / AVAILABLE NOW

White Teeth
Zadie Smith

Set in London during the 1980s and 
1990s, this is the story of three very 

different families who live close 
together. It looks at how people’s 

pasts affect their lives and the lives 
of their children.

9780241463376 / AVAILABLE NOW

Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi

Effia and Esi are half-sisters, but their 
lives follow very different paths. Effi 
marries a wealthy Englishman, while 
Esi is captured and sold into slavery. 

The differences in their lives flow 
through the generations that follow.

9780241542620 / APRIL 2022

Artificial Intelligence
Michael Wooldridge

This book aims to explain what AI is 
and what it is not. It turns to different 
subjects to understand AI and what it 
means for the world. It also examines 
important AI developments of the past, 

present and future.
9780241542606 / APRIL 2022

Mrs Dalloway
Virginia Woolf

On a June morning in 1923, Clarissa 
Dalloway is preparing for a party she 

is hosting in London. At the same time, 
a man named Septimus Smith is being 
driven mad by shell shock. At the party 

that evening, their stories come together.
9780241520802 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

Digital Minimalism
Cal Newport

Do you scroll endlessly through social 
media? Are you worn out after a long 
day of video calls? If you’re worried 
about the amount of time you spend 

online, this book will show you how to 
use less technology in your life.

9780241520796 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEW

The Children Act
Ian McEwan

Fiona Maye is a successful High Court 
judge. She is asked to hear the urgent 
case of Adam, a very sick 17-year-old 

boy who is refusing medical treatment. 
When Fiona goes to meet Adam, both 

of their lives are changed.
9780241520819 / AVAILABLE NOW   NEWNEW NEW NEW
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